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Agenda 

• WSDOT’s Emergency Operations 
• Resources 
• Agreements 
• Communications 
• Lessons Learned 
• Disaster Planning 
• Paying for Disasters – Federal Funding 
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WSDOT HQ  
Emergency Operations Center 
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WSDOT HQ  
Emergency Operations Center 

• Gain situational awareness 
• Establish a common operational picture 
• Brief executives 
• External Communication - Public 
• Identify needs 
• Coordinate resources 
• Policy decisions 
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WSDOT  
Office of Emergency Management 

• Responsibility for planning and responding 
to all disasters, whether man-made or 
natural.  

• Maintains and prepares the EOC 
• Exercise and Training Program 
• Continuity of Operations 
• Aviation Search and Rescue 
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Resources 
• Intra-agency 
• Interagency Who has what is needed? 
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Resources… 

• More than 14,000 items in inventory.  
– highway maintenance vehicles and 

equipment, motor vehicles, and a variety of 
supporting equipment 

• 32 vehicle service and repair facilities 
throughout the state 

• 130 vehicle fuel stations throughout the 
state 
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Memorandums of Understanding 

• WA State Patrol 
• Dept. Natural Resources 
• Bureau of Reclamation 
• Puget Sound Energy 

I-90 - 28 Feb 07 
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Public Works Emergency 
Response Mutual Aid 

Agreement 
• Make the most 

efficient use of assets 
by coordinating 
resources and 
maximize funding 
reimbursement during 
disasters/emergencies 
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Purpose Mutual Aid Agreement 

• Enables coordination of resources 
• Maximizes funding reimbursement 
• Allows agencies to support each other  

when the event is beyond the capabilities 
• Provides ability for immediate response to 

the Requesting Agency provided the 
Responding Agency has the necessary 
resources and expertise available. 
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Exercises 

• Internal within WSDOT 
• External with federal, state, tribal and local 

agencies or jurisdictions 
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Public Communication Resiliency 
• WSDOT Web Site 
• Flickr 
• WSDOT Media Alerts 
• WSDOT Freight Alerts 
• Twitter 
• WSDOT Blog 
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Public Messaging 
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• Our focus is on 
communicating road 
conditions 

• Real time info/updates on 
website: 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic


Lessons Learned 
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Winter 07 - 08 
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Lewis County Flooding 

Lewis County landslide Snoqualmie Avalanche Ops 



16 Dec 2008: Rockslide SR-112 Neah Bay 



17 Jan 2009:  SR 112 - Clallam County 



 

18 Dec 25, 2009: WSDOT Spokane Facility 



19 Jan 2009:  I-5 - Fife Curve 

2 South bound 
lanes 

1 North bound 
lane 

are underwater 



20 Jan 2010:  SR 97 - Blewett Pass 



21 Oct 2009:  SR 410 – Nile Valley Slide 



Disaster Planning 
Chehalis River Basin and I-5 
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Disaster Planning 
Green River Valley 
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• Coordinated Evacuation 
Maps with King Co. 

• Established External 
web page 

UPDATE 

www.wsdot.wa.gov/northwest/greenriver/  

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/northwest/greenriver/


Traffic Management - 
Evacuation Plan 

• Identified 30 potential 
traffic control points 

• Many potential scenarios  
• Coordinated operations 

with WSP to rapidly 
implement plan  

• Manage traffic on 
surrounding routes to aid 
evacuation 
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Emergency Funding 

• Federal Highways Administration 
– Emergency Relief Program 

• Federal Emergency Management Agency 
– Public Assistance 
– Fire Management Assistance Grant 
– Hazard Mitigation 
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Questions 

John Himmel 
(360) 705-7973 

himmelj@wsdot.wa.gov  
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