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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Washington Fish and Wildlife Office
510 Desmond Dr. SE, Suite 102
Lacey, Washington 98503

JUN 20 201

Dear Interested Party:

Subject: Modification of Marbled Murrelet Nesting Season Definition in Washington and its
application in section 7 consultation

Over the last 2 years, the Washington Fish and Wildlife Office (WFWO) has been conducting a
review and evaluation of the best available science, both of published literature and unpublished data,
on the timing and characteristics of marbled murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) nesting
activities. Our evaluation of this information and guidance on its application are described in the
attached white paper. Based on this review, we have developed new dates for defining the marbled
murrelet nesting season, including hatching and fledging dates, in Washington. We have also
reviewed new information related to daily timing of feeding of marbled murrelet chicks in the nest
during the nesting season. This information is relevant to how we conduct section 7 consultations,
recovery activities, and Habitat Conservation Plans. We will be using this information in our risk
analyses in section 7 to determine the likelihood and potential magnitude of adverse effects, and to
develop conservation measures and terms and conditions. We also expect that action agencies will
use this information when designing projects to minimize and avoid effects to marbled murrelets.

With this letter, I am making this new guidance available for use by WFWO staff in Washington, and
the agencies and partners with whom we work in project design, analysis, and consultation. This
guidance will be fully applicable as of the 2013 breeding season for marbled murrelets. We are
providing this to you for your planning processes, and expect to conduct our analyses using this
information for any actions that will be implemented in the 2013 breeding season. Consequently,
Biological Assessments submitted after December 1, 2012 should reflect this new nesting season
information.

We recognize the practicality of a transition period for application and consideration of this new
information. Projects for which consultation has been completed, including those submitted under
programmatic consultations, may proceed as planned. Projects to be implemented in 2012 may also
follow the previous nesting season information.

If you have any questions, please contact Carolyn Scafidi of my staff at 360-753-4068.

Sincerely,

En S. Berg, Manager

Washington Fish and Wildlife Office
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