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Transforming the SR 99 corridor  
south of Downtown Seattle

rev. 1/22/14

The January 2014 opening of the South Atlantic Street overpass is the latest 
step in our efforts to reshape the State Route 99 corridor. Those changes are 
especially noticeable at the south end of downtown. It wasn’t that long ago, 
you may recall, that the southern mile of the SR 99 Alaskan Way Viaduct 
stretched past the stadiums. That all changed when we demolished this 
section of the viaduct in 2011 and completed a new SR 99 roadway through 
the south end in 2012. There’s still a lot of hard work ahead and more changes 
in store for travelers as we continue building a better SR 99.  

January 2014
Currently, drivers pass under the new overpass in the transition from the 
permanent SR 99 roadway to the curvy bypass around the SR 99 tunnel 
construction site. The four-lane bypass has been in place since the viaduct 
demolition, but change is coming this summer.

Summer 2014
In its current shape, the bypass made it possible to launch Bertha, the SR 99 
tunneling machine, and to get started on the portion of the tunnel that connects 
to the new roadway completed in 2012. To finish that connection and build 
ramps in and out of the tunnel, crews will split the northbound and southbound 
lanes of the bypass to make room for construction.

SR 99 tunnel open to traffic
The tunnel is open to traffic and the curvy bypass is headed to the recycling 
bin. Demolition of the central waterfront section of the viaduct will begin in 
2016, including the on- and off-ramps at Columbia and Seneca streets. New 
ramps will take traffic in and out downtown Seattle and the South Atlantic 
Street overpass will connect to a newly rebuilt Alaskan Way South, connecting 
drivers on the west side of SR 99 to Pioneer Square and the waterfront.  

Visit the website at: www.alaskanwayviaduct.org              	 Call the hotline at 1-888-AWV-LINE (298-5463)

January 2014 Summer 2014 SR 99 tunnel open to traffic

Title VI Notice to Public It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure 
that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any 
of its federally funded programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, 
may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For additional information regarding Title VI 
complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OEO’s Title VI 
Coordinator Jonte’ Sulton at(360) 705-7082.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information This material can be made available in an alternate 
format by emailing the WSDOT Diversity/ADA Compliance Team at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling toll free, 
855-362-4ADA (4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington State 
Relay at 711.
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